
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
12/09/16 
 
Hello 7th and 8th Grade Families! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■ Bella Rose Campbell - 7th Grade 
■ Ricky Gallardo - 7th Grade  

 
Science -  *  Please be aware that each THURSDAY for the next 25 weeks (until the end of 
the year) 7th and 8th grade students will have science prefix and suffix quizzes.  Students will 
have 10 - 12 suffixes per week to be responsible for defining and using in the English language. 
**Your job is to study with them and quiz them on their words Wednesday night!** 
 
7th Grade:  
We spent this week in 7th grade map testing and continuing our DEEP 
DIVE in to photosynthesis.  Students are examining how replacing 
electrons and splitting water molecules is the basis for the autotrophic, 
photosynthetic cycle. 
 
8th Grade: 
In 8th grade, spent everyday except for Monday MAP testing.  We did have 
40 minutes to begin researching our new project which is based on our 
understanding of SOUND, LIGHT and MOLECULAR WAVELENGTHS. 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We began reading The Outsiders this week. However, we 
haven’t made too much of a dent (chapter 4) due to MAP testing all this 
week. I also kept their homework load to a minimum this week due to the 
testing. The students really seem to be enjoying this classic and we have 
been having some interesting conversations about individuality vs. cliques. 



I am really looking forward to delving deeper into this novel and beginning 
our writing assignment “Writing Realistic Fiction.”  
 
     8th Grade: We started writing the introduction paragraph of our 
compare/contrast essay. However, we haven’t progressed much further 
beyond that due to MAP testing this week.  I also decided to keep their 
homework load to a minimum due to the testing. We will continue writing 
our essays all next week on the classic “To Kill A Mockingbird.” The essay 
will be due Wednesday December 14th  Then we will have our Mock Trial 
the Thursday and Friday  before Winter break. 
 
 
Social Studies 
 

7th Grade:  Ghana and the control of Salt and Gold were the main 
points of our learning this week.  We also explored how Agrarian 
states were in conflict over resources and how having more food 
could lead to other challenges for a population. 
 
8th Grade:  This week we learned about the early years of our 
nation with some attention spent on Hamilton and Jefferson -- 
Federalist vs. Republicans.  Next week, we will review what we’ve 
learned about the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the basic 
organization of our government. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th and 8th grade: 
 
We spent most of the week map testing, and we are getting back into the normal 
swing of things next week. 8th graders have a small survey to fill out online to 
gauge interest in additional math support, so make sure to ask them about that. 
 


